
AUSTRIA 

 
1. Please enter the name and address of your school/university 

Name: - Academy of  Fine Arts Vienna – Institute for Art and Architecture 

City/Town: - Vienna 

Country: - Austria 

2. How many years do you have to study architecture? 

5 (or 3+2 general Bachelor-Master system) 

3. How many people study architecture at your school? (average, if you know 

the amounts for each year that would be great !) 
Total amount of architecture students:   some 80 students 
1st year:… circa 20 
2nd year:…circa 12 
3rd year:…circa 15 
4th year:…circa 15 
5th year:…circa 15 
more: ……I don’t know 

4. What kind of equipment is there for the students? (eg: plotters, 3D printer, 

lasercutter(s), foamcutter(s), model making room, … | again: if you know the 

amounts for each equipment that would be great !) 
One 70-120 m2 studio for each year, where everyone has a big desk and a 
computer + a big box to store your stuff in and shelves (our year also has a chill out 
area with “kitchen”) 
There’s another separate computer lab with about 25 computers, a photocopier 
and scanners, a plotting room with printers and plotter and a 3D printer for all (arch. 
students) 
There is a few foamcutters (about 3?), one lasercutter, and 1 big model making 
workshop. (machines mostly for wooden stuff)  

5. What time is the atelier open for the students? 
24 hours a day, 7 days a week  

6. Is there professional help, something like a chief of the atelier? 

yes 

which kind of help: we have 2 younger architects who are no teachers but the ones 



responsible for the workshop and the ones to help you with your models (they 

aren’t there all the time, if you want them at a special time you can call them) 

7. How is the relation between you and the professor/'person who leads you 

through the design’: friend-friend, professor as a co-designer, person who tells 

you what's wrong in the idea,…? 

At our school you have a different main instructor in each semester, so it depends. 

Some of them are quite friendly and personal, some are a bit colder. The main 

instructor is the head of the year, but you don’t see him/her quite as often as you 

see the other consultants. (you see someone practically every day, and you can 

talk to the instructor about once or sometimes twice a week) 

8. How frequently do you (have to) work on your design: several days a week/ 

once a week/ only the weeks before jury/...? 

Every day, officially only in the afternoon…practically all the time 

9. Is there collaboration with students from other schools or other studies? 
Yes  
never with the art students from our own school, I never understood why. Mostly 
with other foreign architecture schools 

10. What are the different options you can chose between at your school? (eg: 

architecture and urban planning, experimental architecture, theoretical 

architecture,…) 
We have  the following five platforms: 
       ADP – Analogue and Digital Production 
       CMT – Construction, Material, Technology 
       ESC – Ecology, Sustainability, Conservation  
       HTC – History, Theory, Criticism 

       GLC – Geography, Landscapes, Cities 

11. Do you (the students) have your own publication where you write critical 

comments on architecture and other subjects? 

Not really, with such a small number of students we rather talk  ;-) 

12. Do you (the students) publish work by students? 
No, you can see everyone’s work on the midterm and final reviews. 

13. Is there an organisation/group of students that organises extra 

activities/lectures/... to educate themselves and their fellow architecture 

students (not only the organisation of parties, although it can be included)? 
Sure, it happenes at times, but it’s not that “organized” or official. 

14. Any ‘famous’ professors? 
I don’t think they’re that famous, but they’re very international. The previous head 
of the institute was Farshid Moussavi (Foreign Office Architects), now it’s Nasrine 
Seraji.  

We have professors, reviewers and teachers from all around Europe and the world: 

Austria, Canada, France, Germany, Iran, Ireland, Japan, Switzerland 



15. Something you want to add yourself? 
There’s entrance examination to get in. Portfolio, motivation letter, 1 week entry 
exercise and a personal interview if you’re lucky. There’s no study fee for EU 
students. Students are very international. 
Language: studio and reviews are in English, some of the more technical subjects 
are in German, but you can always choose yourself, whether you want to do an 
exam in english or german. Briefly, you don’t need to speak german, and we have 
many students who don’t get a word in german. 

 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 

1. Please enter the name and address of your school/university 

Name: - Vienna University of Technology 

City/Town: - Vienna 

Country: - Austria 

 

 

2. How many years do you have to study architecture? 
Minimum 5 years (according to curriculum, impossible), average 8-9 years 

3. How many people study architecture at your school? (average, if you know 

the amounts for each year that would be great !) 
Total amount of architecture students: some 3800 students 
sorry, don't have further figures, but i'm gonna ask someone who knows when he's 
back from vacation 

4. What kind of equipment is there for the students? (eg: plotters, 3D printer, 

lasercutter(s), foamcutter(s), model making room, … | again: if you know the 

amounts for each equipment that would be great !) 
3x plotter (not free), 1x 3d printer (not free), 1x lasercutter (not free but cheap), 1x 
5-axis-milling-roboter (not free), model making room (free but very small). No 
foamcutters are provided by the faculty, we can lend them from the students union 
(for free). There are computer rooms which are open till late in the evening and  of 
course free WLAN 

5. What time is the atelier open for the students? 
with permission 24/7  



6. Is there professional help, something like a chief of the atelier? 

no 

7. How is the relation between you and the professor/'person who leads you 

through the design’: friend-friend, professor as a co-designer, person who tells 

you what's wrong in the idea,…? 
All types: from friend who is interested in developing something together to teacher 
who tells you what you have to do and not to do in a very arrogant/unfriendly 
manner. There's always a more distant relationship to the “real” professors (heads 
of institutes – the other teachers are not called professors at our uni) 

8. How frequently do you (have to) work on your design: several days a week/ 

once a week/ only the weeks before jury/...? 

3-4 days a week (and up) 

9. Is there collaboration with students from other schools or other studies? 
Yes 
When an Erasmus student takes the same design course you can collaborate (as a 
design team). There's also exchange programmes with some unis worldwide but 
not that much, just a handful students per year. (Eg. there's an exchange with a 
University in Tokio, where 2 people go and 2 people come.) There's no 
collaboration with other studies, just architecture 

10. What are the different options you can chose between at your school? (eg: 

architecture and urban planning, experimental architecture, theoretical 

architecture,…) 
No options in bachelor. 
Options in master: urban planning, architecture theory, construction, design, 
building science (building ecology), visual culture 

11. Do you (the students) have your own publication where you write critical 

comments on architecture and other subjects? 
 

12. Do you (the students) publish work by students? 
Yes, there's the Architecture Students Union called Fachschaft Architektur regularly 
organizing lectures/partys/activities/discussions/etc. (www.fachschaftarchitektur.at). 
And there are two groups of students which are organizing things. One is called 
itnoa and is doing bigger things (www.itnoa.org), the other one is called 
Zeichensaal 6 collective, they're organizing some smaller events.  
 

13. Is there an organisation/group of students that organises extra 

activities/lectures/... to educate themselves and their fellow architecture 

students (not only the organisation of parties, although it can be included)? 
Sure, it happenes at times, but it’s not that “organized” or official. 

14. Any ‘famous’ professors? 

What's famous... Maybe William Alsop, András Palffy, Manfred Wehdorn, 

Françoise-Hélène Jourda. 

15. Something you want to add yourself? 
If you have any further questions you can ask me any time (not only for this 



upcoming issue). :) 
 

 


